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PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTY·FOURTH
ANNUAL CONFERENCE

The Ig6g AAPOR Conference was held May 16 to 29 at the Hotel
Sagamore, Lake George, New York. It was the twenty-fourth annual
conference on public opinion but the twenty-third since the organiza­
tion was fonnally named the American Auodation for Public Opin­
ion Research at Williams College in 1947 and elected Clyde Hart as
i~ fint president.



HONORABL£ M£NTlON; DR£SS AS NONV£/l;BAL COMMUNICATION

Jonathan Kelley, Ul'liver,ily of California, Berkdey

One of the latent functions of dress is communication. Dress and
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hair styles arc symbols in one of many systems of nonverbal communi­
cation-other systems involve gestur~ and posture, use of time, accent,
and conspicuous consumption. Dress has been used to communicate
many things about the wearer: social class, nationality, region or
tribe, age-grade, marital status, and various official and divine statuses.
In the university community studied, it indicates political and social
liberalism/conservatism,

This study, under the <lirection of Shirley A. Star, is based on data
from 410 interviews obtained (with an 85 per cent completion T3te)
from a random sample of Berkeley students. Preliminary inv\':stigatioll
suggested that a wide variety of specific featur~ of dress and appear­
3nce cluster together into a few basic types, and rt':spondents' dTl':ss was
rated on this basis, The types range on a single contintlllm from highly
conventional to highly unronventional. Color photographs of draw.
ings of these types were used to obtain both respondents' ratings of
their Own appearance and infonnation on stereotypes associated with
the differt':nt types of dress. These data show that actual dress is
strongly related to ethnocentrism, economic conservatism, and foreign
policy attitudes, with conventional dress indicating conservative poli_
tin. Tl is similarly related to social attitudes, especially regarding sex
and drugs.

These: patterns are dearly recognized by othen;: the stereotypes
aboUl appearance reflect reality with considerable accuracy. One con­
sequence of this may be to facilitate the formation of politically homo­
geneou., friendship groups, since a potential friend's political position
is immediately apparent. Hostility toward those who dress unconven­
tionally is probably due to distaste for the political and social auitudes
exptessed by their dtess.

The accuracy of this communication arises largely because: the
wearer can freely, although often inadvertently, choose a dress style
that indicates his position. But there are also systematic distortions,
both because dress symbolism is not sufficiently elaborated to express
atypical combinations of political and social attitudes and be<:ause
there is sometimes pressure on an individual not to wear the styles ap­
propriate to his beliefs,


